Querencia is that love of place – ensouling.  The land ensouls you…I think you’re born with that in your genes when you are born on this type of landscape.  When you are young, you don’t see it that way, but the older you get, the more attached you become to the landscape.





JUAN ESTEVAN ARELLANO





Descendant of sixteenth-century Spanish settlers of Embudo NM



Anything that matters is here.  Anything that will continue to 



matter in the next several thousand years will continue to be



here.  Approaching in the distance is the child you were some



years ago.  See her laughing as she chases a white butterfly.




JOY HARJO (from Secrets from the Center of the World)

A certain knowing directed the seed-bearing birds on the paths to ancestral homelands they had never seen.  They believed it.  They followed.



LINDA HOGAN (from Dwellings, A Spiritual History of the Living World)

The enterprise of conservation is a revolution, an evolution of spirit.




TERRY TEMPEST WILLIAMS (from An Unspoken Hunger)

We have come so far from wisdom, a wisdom that is the heritage of all people, an old kind of knowing that respects a community of land, animals, and other people as equal to ourselves.  Where we know the meaning of relationship.





LINDA HOGAN (from Dwellings)

Angry
as one may be at what heedless men have done and still do to a noble habitat, one cannot be pessimistic about the West.  This is the native home of hope.  When it fully learns that cooperation, not rugged individualism, is the quality that most characterizes and preserves it, then it will have achieved itself and outlived its origins.  Then it has a chance to create a society to match its scenery.





WALLACE STEGNER (from The Sound of Mountain Water)



